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1.0 Abstracts Of Current Articles 
 

1.1 Psychology 
 
 
 

1.1.1 KAREN A. ERICKSON & LORI A. GEIST. 
The profiles of students with significant cognitive disabilities and complex communication 
needs.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.3. 
SEPTEMBER 2016, 187-197p. 
Understanding the characteristics of students with complex communication needs and significant 
cognitive disabilities is an important first step toward creating the kinds of supports and services 
required to help them successfully access the general education curriculum, achieve grade-level 
standards, and improve communication competence.  The first Contact Surey was designed to 
collect important information about students with significant cognitive disabilities who were 
eligible to take the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards. From November 2012-May 2013, the survey was used to gather 
information regarding more than 44,787 students.  At that time, the goal was to use the data to 
inform the development of the DLM assessment. Although the survey includes a wealth of 
information regarding this large sample of students, the reanalysis of the data reported in the 
current study focused on the motor, sensory, language, reading, and writing skills of students 
with significant cognitive disabilities, based on their speech production abilities.  Significant 
differences were identified across each of the domains between students who do and do not use 
speech with or without aided augmentative and alternative communication. 
 
 
1.1.2 PATRICK W. ROMANI, ET. AL. 
Relations between rate of negative reinforcement and the persistence of task completion.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.1, NO.1. SPRING  2016, 122-
137p. 
Research has shown that differential reinforcement of alternative behavior (DRA) can be an 
effective intervention to address problem behavior maintained by negative reinforcement emitted 
by young children.  However, few studies have evaluated the variables that are related to long-
term maintenance (i.e., persistence ) of treatment effects.  Research on behavioral persistence 
predicts that the rate of reinforcement provided for a target behavior  is correlated with its 
persistence when challenged.  There were 2 purposes of the current investigation.  First, we 
evaluated the effects of the rate of negative reinforcement on the persistence of task completion.  
Second, we applied the findings regarding rate of reinforcement to a treatment context for 3 
participants who engaged in destructive behavior that was reinforced by escape from demands.  
Results were evaluated within a multielement design and indicated that the rate of negative 
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reinforcement had a moderate influence on the persistence of task completion.  These results 
contribute to the existing literature by extending analyses of persistence to treatment contexts.     
 
1.1.3 ANNE. M, ET. AL. 
Caregiver preference for reinforcement-based interventions for problem behavior maintained by 
positive reinforcement.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
215-227p. 
Social validity of behavioral interventions typically is assessed with indirect methods or by 
determining preferences of the individuals who receive treatment, and direct observation of 
caregiver preference rarely is described.  In this study, preferences of 5 caregivers were 
determined via a concurrent-chains procedure.  Caregivers were neurotypical, and children had 
been diagnosed with developmental disabilities and engaged in problem behavior maintained by 
positive reinforcement.  Caregivers were taught to implement noncontingent reinforcement 
(NCR), differential reinforcement of  other behavior (DRO),  and differential reinforcement of 
other behavior (DRO), and the cregivers selected interventions to implement during sessions 
with the child after they had demonstrated proficiency in implementing the interventions.  Three 
caregivers preferred DRA, 1 caregiver preferred differential reinforcement procedures, and 1 
caregiver did not exhibit a preference. Direct observation of implementation in concurrent-chains 
procedures may allow the identification of interventions that are implemented with sufficient 
integrity and preferred by 
 
 
1.1.4 LINA MAIDALANY,  ET.AL. 
The effect of brief delays to reinforcement on the acquisition of tacts in children with autism.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
411-415p. 
We used –trial training to teach 3 children with autism to tact shapes of countries using 3 levels 
of reinforcement delay for correct responding: 0.s (immediate deliver). 6 s. and 12 s. Two of the 
3 participants acquired the targets more quickly in the immediate-delivery condition, suggesting 
that delays as brief as 6 s may be detrimental to learning tacts for some children. 
 
1.1.5 DANIEL M. MAGGIN,  ET.AL. 
Intensive academic interventions for students with emotional and behavioral disorders: An 
experimental framework.  
JOURNAL OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, VOL. 24, NO.3. 
SEPTEMBER 2016, 138-147p. 
Research has consistently demonstrated that students with emotional and behavioral disorders 
(EBO) are at risk for academic underachievement.  Despite the persistent and strong association 
between academic problem and EBO, there remains a dearth of information on the process for 
developing intensive academic interventions for students with EBD. The intent of the present 
article is to describe and review an experimental approach for developing intensive and 
individualized academic interventions that provide a potentially valuable method for informing 
the development of academic interventions.  Specifically, brief experimental analyses of 
academic behavior allow for the comparison of two or more interventions over a relatively short 
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period of time. These formal comparisons provide essential information on which particular 
practice or set of strategies produce improved responding for the student on the particular skill of 
interest.  The authors contextualize the brief experimental analysis methods within the data-
based individualization (DBI) approach advanced by the National Center on Intensive 
Intervention (NCII) before reviewing recent research on the approach.  Results are used to make 
recommendations for subsequent research and practice.  
 
 
1.1.6 BLAIR P. LLOYD,   ET.AL. 
Issues in integrating psychotropic and intensive behavioral interventions for students with 
emotional and behavioral challenges in schools.  
JOURNAL OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, VOL. 24, NO.3. 
SEPTEMBER 2016, 148-158p. 
The prevalence of psychotropic medication use among students with emotional and behavioral 
challenges continues to increase as intensive behavioral interventions are designed and evaluated 
in schools. There is general consensus among clinical professionals that psychotropic 
medications are not “silver bullets” but should be expected to improve mental health outcomes 
and enhance the effects of academic and behavioral interventions.  Thus, they should be used to 
supplement, not replace, classroom-based strategies.  Unfortunately, effective collaboration 
between clinical and educational professionals to evaluate medication effects is rare.  As a result, 
psychopharmacological and behavioral interventions often occur simultaneously but are 
implemented and monitored independently by separate teams of professionals. In the present 
article, we make a case that a better understanding of behavioral mechanisms of psychotropic 
drug effects has the potential to improve the integration and evaluation of psychotropic and 
intensive behavioral interventions for students with emotional and behavioral challenges in 
schools.  First, we review behavior-analytic approaches to intensive intervention models and 
current use patterns in psychotropic medications for students with emotional and behavioral 
challenges.  Second, we review potential behavioral mechanisms of drug action as a framework 
for integrating the two treatment models.  Third, we discuss implications of this integrated 
framework for practitioners when implementing and evaluating intensive, integrated 
interventions in schools.   
 
 
1.1.7 RAUL ESCARPIO  &  PARTICIA M. BARBETTA. 
Comparison of repeated and non-repeated readings on the reading performances of students with 
emotional and behavioral disorders.   
JOURNAL OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, VOL. 24, NO.2. JUNE 
2016, 111-124p. 
This study used an alternating treatments design to compare the effects of three conditions on the 
reading fluency, errors, and comprehension of four, sixth-grade students with emotional and 
behavioral disorders (EBD) who were struggling readers. The conditions were (a) repeated 
readings in which participants read three times a passage of 100 or 150 words, (b) non-repeated 
readings in which participants sequentially read a passage of 100 or 150 words once, and (c) 
equivalent non-repeated  reading in which participants sequentially read a passage of 300 or 450 
words , equivalent to the number or words in the repeated readings condition. Also examined 
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were the effects of the three repeated reading practice trials per sessions on reading fluency and 
errors.  Overall, the results showed that with repeated readings, participants had the best 
outcomes in reading fluency, errors per minute, and correct answers to literal comprehension 
questions.  Under an enhanced phase (i.e., increased reading levels and/or passage length), the 
positive effects during repeated readings were more demonstrative. During repeated readings, 
from Practice Trial 1 through Practice Trial 3, all participants improved their reading fluency and 
reduced their reading errors.    
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1.2 Special Education 

 

 
1.2.8  SURENDRANATH P. NISHANIMUT. 
Effect of PREP intervention on RAN in children with reading disability in Kannada.  
JOURNAL OF PSYCHOSOCIAL RESEARCH, VOL. 10, NO.1. JANUARY -JUNE 2015, 
43-54p. 
A group of 104 children with disability (RD) in Kannada were assessed using cognitive 
assessment system (CAS) and rapid automatized naming (RAN). A select group of 80 children 
with RD were divided equally in to four groups. The three groups of 80 children with RD were 
divided equally in to four groups.  The three groups were treatment groups who received 
intervention and a control group of children with RD who were not included for the remediation.  
The objective of the present study was to train the participants of the treatment groups for about 
25 hours of intervention using PASS reading enhancement program (PREP). After the 
intervention a post RAN test was conducted one-way ANOVA was conducted to test the gain 
mean differences among the four groups.  The gains were statistically significant.  The paired t 
tests and Cohen’s d revealed that there was significant improvement in the performance on RAN 
tasks by all the treatment groups. The study concludes that PREP training enhances RAN speed.    
 
 
 
1.2.9  YEASMIN SULTANA. 
Effectiveness of using technology supportive materials for developing listening skills among 
school children.  
JOURNAL OF INDIAN EDUCATION, VOL. XLII, NO.3. NOVEMBER 2016, 48-55p. 
Listening occupies a central place in everyday communication as most of our knowledge of the 
world is derived from listening input.  Despite the centrality of listening, it has received an unfair 
treatment in second language classrooms.  This paper discusses why it is imperative to develop 
listening skills among learners.  Besides, it aims to study the effectiveness of using technology 
supportive materials for developing listening skills in English among school students.  Two 
groups – pre-test design – was followed in the study.  The experiment was conducted for 30 
days.  Students of two sections of class VIII constituted the sampling group.  An analysis of the 
data was done using both descriptive and inferential statistics.  It is found that the use of 
technology supportive materials is more effective than the traditional method for developing 
listening skills in English among school students.    
 
 
 
1.2.10  SAROJ YADAV. 
Yoga education in schools and teacher education some initiatives.  
JOURNAL OF INDIAN EDUCATION, VOL. XLII, NO.1. MAY 2016, 30-42p. 
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The word “Yoga” is derived from the Sanskrit word “yuj” which means “join” or “unite”. As an 
end, yoga signifies “integration of personality” at the highest level. Yoga is an ancient science 
and art of maintaining health and harmony and harmony of body and mind. It has been 
rediscovered having a potential role for developing physical, mental, emotional and social health 
of the children.  Yoga has been highlighted even in the National Policy on Education, 1986.  
however, due importance was not given to yoga in the school curriculum. For the first time, 
adequate emphasis has been given to yoga in the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005, 
by adding yoga to the curriculum and emphasizing that the time allocated for games and yoga 
must not be reduced or taken away under any circumstances. In this paper, an attempt has been 
made to present the theoretical aspect of yogic practices, policy initiatives related to yoga in 
school education in terms of curriculum framework, development of syllabi and textual material.  
Initiatives taken at the teacher education level has also been reflected.     
 
 
 
1.2.11  KERSTIN M. TONSING   &  SHAKILA DADA. 
Teachers’ perceptions of implementation of aided AAC to support expressive communication in 
South African special schools: a pilot investigation.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.4. 
DECEMBER 2016, 282-304p. 
Although the provision of assistive technology for students with disabilities has been mandated 
in South African education policy documents, limited data are available on the implementation 
of aided augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) in classrooms.  This pilot 
investigation used a con-current mixed-methods survey design to determine the extent to which 
aided AAC was implemented to foster students’ expressive communication in preschool to 
Grade 3 classrooms in special schools from six urban school districts in the Gauteng (the 
smallest, most affluent and most densely populated of the nine South African provinces), and 
also obtained teachers’ perceptions of this process.  A total of 26 teachers who taught students 
who used aided AAC for expression participated although there is evidence of provision and also 
implementation of aided AAC in classrooms, various limitations still exist.  Teachers identified 
an array of factors that influenced the implementation of aided AAC, including those related to 
themselves, the classroom context, the characteristics of aided AAC, students using AAC, and 
other stakeholders.  These factors are discussed in the light of international literature as well as 
the local context, and are used as a basis to suggest. 
 
     
 
1.2.12  MSYHRE Y. BTOFHRSF, ET. AL. 
The use of a discrimination-training procedure to teacfh mand variability to children with autism.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.1, NO.1. SPRING  2016, 34-
48p. 
We investigated the effects of a script-fading and discrimination-training procedure on mand 
variability in preschoolers with autism.  Participants were taught to vary their vocal mands in the 
presence of written scripts, a green placemat, and a lag schedule of reinforcement.  They were 
also taught to engage in repetitive mads in the presence of the same written scripts and a red 
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placemat. When the scripts were removed, all 3 participants continued to engage in varied 
manding in the presence of the green placemat and lag schedule, and they continued to engage in 
repetitive manding in the presence of the red placemat. When the lag schedule was also removed, 
2 of the 3 participants continued to engage in varied responding in the presence of the green 
placemat and repetitive responding in the presence of the red placemat.  Finally, all 3 participants 
demonstrated generalization and maintenance of mind variability during snack sessions with 
their peers.  
 
 
 
1.2.13  LAUREN PLAISANCE,  ET. AL. 
Inserting mastered targets during effort correction when teaching skills to children with autism.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
251-264p. 
Research has identified a variety of effective approaches for responding to effors during 
discretetrial training. In one commonly used method, the therapist delivers a prompt contingent 
on the occurrence of an incorrect response and then re-presents the trial so that the learner has an 
opportunity to perform the correct response independently.  Some authors recommend inserting 
trials with previously mastered targets between the prompted response and opportunities to 
respond independently, but no studies have directly examined the benefits of this approach.  In 
this study, we manipulated the placement of trials with mastered targets during discrete-trial 
training to compare the effectiveness of error correction with and without this recommended 
insertion procedure.  Four children with autism participated, and each was taught 18 targets 
across 3 target wets.  Results indicated that embedding trials with mastered targets into error 
correction may not confer benefits for most children and that doing so may lead to less efficient 
instruction. 
 
 
 
1.2.14  REGINA STOUTJESDIJK,  ET.AL. 
Impact of family functioning on classroom problem behavior of children with emotional and 
behavioral disorders in special education.  
JOURNAL OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, VOL. 24, NO.4. 
DECEMBER 2016, 199-210p. 
This study examined the relation between family functioning and classroom problem behavior of 
children with emotional and behavioral disorders receiving special educational support.  To this 
end, the Teachers’ Report Form and the Family Questionnaire were completed for 84 children 
(M age of 9.8 years) 2 times with a time lag of 11 months. Cross-lagged path analyses showed 
that internalizing and externalizing problem behavior in the classroom were stable over time, just 
as poor family functioning.  Continuity of (a) poor communication, (b) discordant partner 
relationship, and (c) lack of social support sere strongly associated with future total problem 
behavior in the classroom.  Furthermore, parental responsiveness to a child’s needs was 
associated with lower future total problem behavior.  A direct association was also found 
between externalizing behavior in the classroom and future poor family functioning.  
Implications of these findings for future research and practice are discussed. 
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1.2.15  DEANNA L. TAYLOR, ET. AL.  
A survey of vocational rehabilitation counselors and special education teachers on collaboration 
in transition planning. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.2. 2016, 163-173p. 
BACKGROUND: interagency collaboration has been identified as one variable predicting 
successful post-school outcomes for youth with disabiolities (Test et. al. , 2009). However, at 
times and in certain contests, collaboration between these disciplines has been inconsistent and 
limited. 
OBJECTIVE: Researchers investigated collaboration between VR counselors an transition 
teachers by surveying agency personnel in four staes: Florida, Maryland, Oregon, and Utah. 
METHOD: We disseminated two electronic questionnaires: one to VR counselors and one o 
transition teachers.  The questionnaires explored respondents’ respondents’ satisfaction with 
collaboration across agencies. Additionally, respondents rated the importance and feasibility of 
collaboration practices. Statements of collaborative practice were specific to transition and were 
generated by  the researchers based on a review of collaboration literature. 
RESULTS: Respondents included 78 VR counselors and 220 teachers. Results showed relatively 
low levels of collaboration and satisfaction between VR counselors and teachers.  Respondents 
rated a list of collaboration practices relatively and were importance but consistently low in 
feasibility for implementation.  
CONCLUSION: We discuss results with regard to improving collaboration between 
rehabilitation counselors and transition teachers to improve transition practices.  
 
 
1.2.16  HOWARTH, S.  ET. AL.   
Health and social care interventions which promote social participation for adults with learning 
disabilities: review.. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 3-15p. 
Summary: people with learning disabilities are among the most socially excluded in society.  
There is a significant gap in research evidence showing how health and social care workers can 
intervene to improve the social participation of adults with learning disabilities.  A systematic 
review and modified narrative synthesis was used to appraise the quality and outcomes of 
published studies in this area. Six of eleven included studies showed a positive effect on social 
participation.  Interventions included person-centred planning, alteration of activity patterns, a 
befriending scheme and skill-based group sessions.  The majority of studies were found to have a 
moderate risk of bias. Further evidence about the effectiveness of interventions is required to 
inform policy and practice.   
 
 
1.2.17  BEVINS, S. ET. AL.    
The assessment of executive functioning in people with intellectual disabilities: an exploratory 
analysis. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 87-94p. 



Karavalamban                                            9                27 (3&4) May/June & July/Aug 2017 
 
 

Summary: The following article details a piece of service development work undertaken as part 
of the Plymouth down syndrome screening programme.  The work aimed to review the use of 
three measures assessing executive functioning skills used within the programme as well as with 
people without down syndrome. Three tasks assessing executive functioning (the Weigl, Cats 
and Dogs and verbal fluency task) were evaluated.  The Weigl task was removed from the 
programme and analyses and analyses due to floor effects and difficulties in administration.   
Correlation analyses showed relationships between the Cats and Dogs task and two other 
measures, cognitive skills as reported by carers and object memory.  No relationships were found 
between the verbal fluency task and other measures.  A full consideration is given to these 
findings, and implications for future practice are considered.   Further data are needed to make 
full conclusions about the value of the tasks in predicting dementia in people with intellectual 
disabilities and people with down syndrome. Further recommendations concerning the 
development of the assessment of executive skills are also considered.      
 
 
 
1.2.18   BSOENEN, S. ET. AL.    
A comparison of support for two groups of young adults wih mild intellectual disability. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 146-158p. 
Summary: Young adults with mils to borderline intellectual disability (MBID) have varying 
profiles of cognitive, adaptive and behavioural functioning.  There is also variability in their 
educational and therapeutic needs.  This study compares recommended and actual provision of 
support for two groups of young adults with MBID and looks at young adults’ satisfaction with 
their support.  Participants’ clinical files were analysed and a satisfaction interview was 
administered. Descriptive statistics were used to characterize the groups, and t-tests or or chi-
square tests were used to explore similarities and differences between the groups. A combined, 
supported independent living setting, a structuring and regulating support style and 
psychotherapy were recommended for the young adults in group 1 (MBID with externalizing 
behavioural problems), whilst independent living with access to community support services and 
a meeting house, and skills training was recommended for group 2 (MBID with internalizing 
behavioural problems). Both groups were considered capable of standard employment with 
support from a job coach.  We found mismatches between recommended and actual provision of 
support.  The findings suggest that service providers do not focus enough on the educational 
support needs, but therapeutic needs are generally more often met.      
 
 
 
1.2.19  B OWLES, C. & FRIZELLE, P.     
Investigating peer attitudes toards the use of key word signing by children with down syndrome 
in mainstream schools. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 284-291p. 
Background: Lamh is a key word signing approach used in Ireland, which can support the 
communication needs of children with down syndrome.  However, the success of this approach 
in mainstream schools relies heavily on the attitudes of those within the school environment.  To 
date, two studies have explored the attitudes of teaching staff towards the use of keyword signing 
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in schools; however, no previous research has investigated peer attitudes towards this method of 
communication.  This study aimed to explore the attitudes of peers towards the use of Lamh 
children with Down syndrome in mainstream schools. 
Materials and Methods:  The study was qualitative, using interpretative phenomenological 
analysis procedures to analyse eight interviews with children, ranging in age from 6 to 8 years. 
Results and Conclusion: Overall, mainstream school peers demonstrated an understanding and an 
appreciation of the use of key word signing.  However, the success of this approach within the 
school was limited by a number of challenges evinced by the school peers, including making the 
signs accurately and remembering their meanings.  Given the important interactive role of the 
peers of a child with down syndrome in a mainstream school setting, these challenges need to be 
addressed to optimize the use of key word signing and increase the likelihood of successful 
communication between children with down syndrome and their peers. 
 
 
1.2.20  KANG, E.Y. ET. AL.     
Integrated reading and writing interventions for students with learning disabilities: A review of 
the literature. 
LEARNING DISABILITIES RESEARCH & PRACTICE, VOL. 31, 2016, 22-33p. 
In this systematic review of literature that spans 1975-2015, integrated reading and writing 
interventions for students with learning disabilities (LD) or students with academic difficulties 
were evaluated to understand the extent research, identify encouraging practices, and guide 
future research. Ten studies met inclusion criteria and each study was evaluated according to the 
relevant what works clearinghouse (WWC) design standards. Eight of the 10 investigations were 
conducted with students in grades 4-8.  While only 4 of the 10 studies met WWC design with or 
without reservations, results from these studies are encouraging.  Study findings suggest several 
areas for immediate future research relating to methodological and treatment variables and 
considerations for classroom instruction in order to respond to advanced expectations for the 
successful integration of reading and writing across subjects. In addition to employing stronger 
experimental designs and additional replications of encouraging studies, future research should 
explore the utility of integrated reading and writing interventions with secondary students with 
who have academic difficulties.   
 
 
1.2.21  AGGARWAL, J.  &  MORIN, L.L.     
Evidence-based practices: Applications of concrete representational abstract framework across 
math concepts for students with mathematics disabilities. 
LEARNING DISABILITIES RESEARCH & PRACTICE, VOL. 31, 2016, 34-44p. 
Students with mathematics disabilities (MD) experience difficulties with both conceptual and 
procedural knowledge of different math concepts across grade levels.   Research shows that 
concrete representational abstract framework of instruction helps to bridge this gap for students 
MD. In this article, we provide an overview of this strategy embedded within the explicit 
instruction framework. We highlight effective practices for each component of the framework 
across different mathematical strands.  Implications for practice are also discussed and a detailed 
case study is provided.      
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1.2.22  STACK-CUTLERR, H.L. ET. AL.     
University students with reading difficulties: Do perceived supports and comorbid difficulties 
predict well-being and GPA. 
LEARNING DISABILITIES RESEARCH & PRACTICE, VOL. 31, 2016, 45-55p. 
We examined the impact of the number of comorbid difficulties, social support, and community 
support on life satisfaction an academic achievement among 120 university students or recent 
graduates with self-reported reading difficulties.  Participants completed a questionnaire 
assessing perceived social support, perceived community support, the number of comorbid 
difficulties in addition to reading difficulty, life satisfaction, and academic achievement (grade 
point average). Results supported a main effect model in which the number of comorbid 
difficulties and social, but not community, support predicted life satisfaction.  Social and 
community support did not moderate the relationship between the number of comorbid 
difficulties and life satisfaction, lending no support to the buffering effect hypothesis. However, 
a mediation model showed that social support partially mediated the relationship between the 
number of comorbid difficulties and life satisfaction. Academic achievement did not correlate 
with any included variable.      
 
 
 
1.2.23  GONZALEZ-CASTRO, P. ET. AL.       
Improvement of word problem solving and basic mathematics competencies in students with 
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder and mathematical learning difficulties. 
LEARNING DISABILITIES RESEARCH & PRACTICE, VOL. 31, 2016, 142-155p. 
Problem solving represents a salient deficit in students with mathematical learning difficulties 
(MLD) primarily caused by difficulties with informal and formal mathematical competencies. 
This study proposes a computerized tool, the integrated dynamic representation (IDR), for 
enhancing the early learning of basic mathematical competencies and word problem solving 
skills.  The goal was to compare and contrast the effects of IDR on the acquisition of informal 
and formal mathematical competencies in students with attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) and MLD. Participants were 216 students (6-9 years), who were classified into three 
groups: ADHD (n = 62). They completed the Test Of Early Mathematics Ability (Third Edition). 
The results showed that all three diagnosed groups improved significantly post intervention in all 
mathematical competencies, with the MLD-only group benefiting the most at posttest.         
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1.3.   Medical Sciences 

 

 
1.3.24  BARBARA BOWERS & LYN S. TURKSTRA. 
Characterizing common workplace communication skills for disorders associated with traumatic 
brain injury: A qualitative study.   
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 15-31p. 
Background: Interpersonal skill deficits are the primary reason for workplace separation after 
traumatic brain injury (TBI).  Communication is integral to interpersonal skills, but workplace 
communication demands are inadequately described in the rehabilitation literature. 
Objective: This study describes inter-stakeholder examples of workplace communication 
behaviors for a level of employment to which people with TBI commonly attempt to return. 
METHODS: Setting: Mid-level workplaces. 
Design: Semi-structured interviews were audio  recorded, transcribed verbatim, then analyzed 
using thematic content analysis. 
Participants: A volunteer sample of twenty healthy individuals employed in the mid-level 
workplaces, ten employees and ten supervisors. 
Results: Interviews revealed seven communication-related skills associated with mid-level 
employment: 1) spoken language processing; 2) verbal memory; 3) reading and writing; 4) 
verbal reasoning; 5) expressive pragmatics; 6 multi-tasking; and 7) social cognition. 
CONCLUSION: Workers and supervisors from an assortment of mid – level hobs with differing 
job with differing job contents all identified similarly common and important cross-occupational 
communication-related skills.  Findings provide a preliminary guide to assess and treat 
communication skills for patients who have work re-entry  as a goal.   
 
 
 
1.3.25  BAILEY, M. ET. AL.   
Surveying community nursing support for persons with an intellectual disability and palliative 
care needs. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 24-34p. 
Summary: Palliative care service have developed over the years to support all persons with life-
limiting conditions. Moreover services for people with an intellectual disability have moved 
from the traditional institutional setting to supporting people with an intellectual disability to live 
in their own community and family home. The expansion of palliative care services and 
integration of people with intellectual disability into their communities has resulted in an 
increased demand and greater diversity in the population groups accessing palliative care 
services.   This study aims to describe the provision of community nursing support for persons 
with an intellectual disability and palliative/end-of-life care needs from the perspective of 
community nurses.  A quantitative descriptive cross-sectional survey was employed. On receipt 
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of ethical approval, data were collected through self-reporting questionnaires and descriptive 
analysis was conducted to describe frequencies and to identify patterns of the respondents using 
spss version  18. Only 85 people with an intellectual disability were referred to palliative/end-of-
life care services overa 3-year period.  Those delivering care expressed challenges including, 
understanding communication styles, late referrals, lack of time, knowledge and skills. 
Highlighted within the study were the benefits of liaison between family and professional and 
nonprofessional carers.  Findings provide insight into the importance of teamwork, advance 
planning, knowing the person and best practice in providing palliative/end-of –life care for 
people with intellectual disability through collaboration. 
 
 
 
1.3.26  GRAHAM, S. ET. AL.      
Writing characteristics of students with attention deficit hyperactive disorder: A meta-analysis. 
LEARNING DISABILITIES RESEARCH & PRACTICE, VOL. 31, 2016, 75-89p. 
Students with attention deficit hyperactivity disorders (ADHD) frequently experience significant 
difficulty mastering basic academic skills.  This meta-analysis focuses on one specific potential 
area of learning difficulties for these students: namely, writing. To identify the extent and depth 
of the potential writing challenges faced by students with ADHD, we conducted a meta-analysis 
comparing the writing performance of grade 1 to 12 students with ADHD to their normally 
achieving peers. We located 44 papers, yielding 45 studies with 87 effect sizes. The average 
weighted effect sizes showed that students with ADHD obtained lower scores than their 
normally achieving peers for writing quality (-0.78), output (-0.64), number of genre elements (-
0.76), spelling (-0.80) and handwriting (-0.62). contrary to expectations, moderator analyses 
found that neither study quality nor the source from which ADHD students were drawn 
(i.e.,school/community vs. clinic/hospital) accounted for variability above sampling error alone.   
 
 

 

 

**************************************************** 
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1.4 Speech Pathology & Audiology 

 

 
1.4.27  JOLENE HYPPA-MARTIN,  ET. AL. 
Comparing first graders’ attitudes and preferences toward a peer using an ipad- based speech – 
generating device and a non-electronic AAC system.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.2. JUNE 
2016, 94-104p. 
This study compared first graders’ attitudes toward a peer who used an ipad-based speech-
generating device (SGD) versus a non-electronic AAC system, as well as preferences regarding 
the systems.  In all, 115 first graders were randomly assigned to view a video of a peer using 
either the SGD or the non-electronic system.  Participants then completed the Assessment of 
Attitudes toward augmentative and Alternative Communication (AATAAC) and answered 
p0reference questions about the systems. Results showed that attitudes toward the peer did not 
vary significantly as a function of the type of AAC system the peer used. Girls tended to have 
more positive attitudes than boys toward the peer who used AAC. A majority of participants 
preferred the SGD for their peer’s and for their own used. 
 
 
 
1.4.28  DAVID J. HAJJAR,  ET. AL. 
“You get more than you give”: Experiences of community partners in facilitating active 
recreation with individuals who have complex communication needs.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.2. JUNE 
2016, 131-142p. 
Recreation is an essential part of life that provides enriching experiences that may define one’s  
life course similar to careers or other interests.  An understanding of the role of volunteers in 
active community-based recreational programs can help to generate ways t enhance participation 
and contribute to additional communication opportunities with people who have complex 
communication needs.  Nine volunteers from two adaptive ski programs and one therapeutic 
horseback-riding program in the Northeast region of the United States participated in semi-
structured interviews.  Audio-recordings were transcribed and analyzed and resulted in five 
thematic areas: (a) benefits, (b) why individuals volunteer, (c) barriers, (d) successful program 
supports, and (e) who are the riders and skiers using AAC.  The findings provided insight to 
support the notion that active community-based recreational activities foster an environment for 
communication, meaningful engagement, and social relationships between volunteers and people 
with complex communication needs. 
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1.4.29  YUN-CHING CHUNG AND JULIA B. STONER. 
A meta-synthesis of team members’ voices: what we need and what we do to support students 
who use AAC.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.3. 
SEPTEMBER 2016, 175-186p. 
The ultimate goal of AAC provision is to promote students’ active participation across settings 
through interactions involving a variety of partners and functions.  To achieve such outcomes, 
educational teams must collaborate and consider the characteristics of students, their families, 
and relevant environments during AAC assessment and intervention.  To date, AAC team 
collaboration has rarely been evaluated collectively outside intervention or case study research.  
In this investigation, a meta-synthesis was conducted to review qualitative studies of 
perspectives of team members on supporting students who used AAC, ranging in age from 
kindergarten to post-secondary, in public schools in the United States.  Analyses yielded three 
primary themes necessary for effective AAC services; inputs, and out-comes. Implications and 
recommendations for services providers and future researchers are described.   
 
 
 
1.4.30  SAROJ YADAV. 
Turn-taking, timing, and planning in early language acquisition.  
JOURNAL OF CHILD LANGUAGE, VOL. 43, NO.6. NOVEMBER 2016, 1310-1337p. 
Young children answer questions with longer delays than adults do, and they don’t  reach typical 
adult response times until several years later.  We hypothesized that this prolonged pattern of 
delay in children’s timing results fro competing demands: to give an answer, children must 
understand a question while simultaneously planning and initiating their response.  Even as 
children get older and more efficient in this process, the demands on them increase because their 
verbal responses become more complex.  We analyzed conversational question-answer 
sequences between caregivers and their children from ages 1;8 to 3;5, findings that children (i) 
initiate simple answers more quickly than complex ones, (2) initiate simple answers quickly  
 
 
 
1.4.31  NATALIE R. ANDZIK, ET. AL. 
Communication opportunities for elementary school students who use augmentative and 
alternative communication.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.4. 
DECEMBER 2016, 272-281p. 
Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) system serve as the primary 
communication mode for many students with complex communication needs.  The aim of this 
study was to describe the naturally occurring communication opportunities of students using 
AAC systems.  We observed 23 students for a total of 117 hours across general education, 
special education, and non-academic settings.  For each communicatgion event, we recorded the 
setting, communication partner, student communication mode, availability of the AAC system, 
independent or promopted responses, and the consequence.  Communication events primarily 
occurred with adults and very few spontaneous initiations were observed.  On average, students 
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were presented with 17 opportunities to respond per hour.  However, in nearly half of these 
opportunities, students did not have access to their AAC system. Results from our observations 
indicated more deliberate efforts are needed to ensure students have appropriate access and 
opportunity to use AAC system across school environments.   
 
 
 
1.4.32  CINDY GEVARTER, ET. AL. 
Increasing the vocalizations of individuals with autism during intervention with a speech-
generating device.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.1, NO.1. SPRING  2016, 17-
33p. 
This study aimed to teach individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and limited vocal 
speech to emit target vocalization while using a speech-generating device (SGD). Of the 4 
participants, 3 began emitting vocal word approximations with SGD responses after vocal 
instructional methods (delays, differential reinforcement, prompting) were introduced.  Two 
participants met mastery criterion with a reinforcer delay and differential reinforcement,  and 1 
met criterion after fading an echoic model and prompt delay.  For these participants, 
vocalizations initiated before speech outputs were shown to increase, and vocalizations 
generalized to a context in which the SGD was absent.  The 4th participant showed high 
vocalization rates only when prompted.  The results suggest that adding vocal instruction to an 
SGD-based intervention can increase vocalizations emitted along with SGD responses for some 
individuals with ASD.   
 

 

 

 
(A Publication of NIMH ) 
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1.5 General 
 
1.5.33  SHAKILA DADA, ET. AL. 
Children’s attitudes toward interaction with an unfamiliar peer with complex communication 
needs: comparing high- and low-technology devices.  
AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION, VOL. 32, NO.4. 
DECEMBER 2016, 305-311p. 
This study examined the attitudes of children with typical development towards an unfamiliar 
peer with complex communication needs using augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) systems.  Specifically, the study aimed to compare attitudes when the peer used mobile 
technology (i.e., iPad) with an AAC-specific application (Proloquo2Go) versus a low-technology 
communication board. A within-group crossover design was utilized involving 78 children.  Half 
of the participants (i.e., Group 1) viewed video 1 of an unfamiliar peer with complex 
communication needs in a scripted communication interaction using an iPad with Proloquo2Go 
followed by Video 2 of the same interaction using a communication board.  The other half of the 
participants (Group 2) viewed these videos in the reverse sequence.  The Communication 
Aid/Device Attitudinal Questionnaire (CADAQ) was completed after watching each video. 
Results indicated that both groups were more positive towards Video 1 (iPad with Proloquo2Go) 
on certain dimensions of the CADAQ.  The results are discussed and recommendations for future 
research provided.  
 
 
 
1.5.34  KAREN A. TOUSSAINT, ET. AL. 
An evaluationof choice on instructional efficacy and individual preferences among children with 
autism.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.1, NO.1. SPRING  2016, 170-
175p. 
The current study compared the differential effects of choice and no-choice reinforcement 
conditions on skill acquisition. In addition, we assessed preference for choice-making 
opportunities with 3 children with autism, using a modified concurrent- chains procedure. We 
replicated the experiment with 2 participants.  The results indicated that choice-making 
opportunities increased treatment efficacy for 2 of the 3 participants, and all 3 participants 
demonstrated a preference for choice-making opportunities. 
 
 
 
1.5.35  ERICA S. JOWERR HIRST,   ET. AL. 
Efficacy of and preference for reinforcement and response cost in token economies.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
329-245p. 
Researchers have shown that both differential reinforcement and response cost within token 
economies are similarly effective for changing the behavior of individuals in a group context 
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(e.g., Donaldson, DeLeon, Fisher, & Kahng, 2014; Lwata & Bailey, 1974). In addition, these 
researchers have empirically evaluated preference for these procedures.  However, few previous 
studies have evaluated the individual effects of these procedures both in group contexts and in 
the absence of peers.  Therefore, wer replicated and extended previous research by determining 
the individual effects and preferences of diffential reinforcement and response cost under both 
group and individualized conditions.  Results demonstrated that the procedures were equally 
effective for increasing on-task behavior during group and individual instruction for most 
children, and preference varied across participants.  In addition results were consistent across 
participants who experienced the procedures in group and individualized settings. 
 
 
 
1.5.36  ZINA ELURI,  ET.AL. 
Assessment and treatment of problem behavior maintained by mand compliance.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
383-387p. 
We modified functional analysis procedures to include and condition in which we reinforced 
problem behavior by complying with mands as a reinforcer, we evaluated the efficacy of a token 
system with a response-cost contingency and incorporated discriminative stimuli to signal when 
mands would be reinforced.  The token system with response cost effectively reduced problem 
behavior.  Similar procedures may be beneficial when continuous adult compliance is not 
possible, when adults  want to control when they will comply with the child’s mands, or to build 
a child’s tolerance for adult-directed situations. 
 
 
 
1.5.37   RYAN BERGSTROM,  ET.AL. 
Teaching children with autism to tell socially appropriate lies.  
JOURNAL OF APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS, VOL. 49.2, NO.2. SUMMER  2016, 
405-410p. 
This study used a nonconcurrent multiple baseline across participants design to evaluate the use 
of rules, role-play, and feedback for teaching 3 children with autism spectrum disorder to tell 
socially appropriate lies when (a) presented with an undesired gift and (b) someone’s appearance 
changed in an undesired way.  This intervention was affective in teaching use of socially 
appropriate lies, and generalization to untrained people and gifts  or appearances was observed. 
 
 
 
1.5.38  SARAH MUSTILLO,   ET.AL. 
Parental deployment and well-being in children: Results from a new study of military families.   
JOURNAL OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, VOL. 24, NO.2. JUNE 
2016, 82-91p. 
This study examined whether several aspects of the timing and duration of parental deployment 
are detrimental to child developmental, emotional, and behavioral health in a random, national 
probability sample of Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps families with a child between 
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the ages of birth and 10 years.  The study included a telephone interview of 680 families 
followed by a web-based survey.  Results showed that children were exposed to deployment 
between 1/6 and 1/5 of their lives across all ages studied.  We found no association between 
deployment and problematic social and emotional development in children between the ages of 0 
and 5 years.  Experiencing a recent long deployment was associated with higher levels of 
generalized anxiety in children aged 3 to 5 years, and total percentage of life exposed to 
deployment was associated with elevated social anxiety in the same age group. For older 
children (6-10 years), having a parent deployed at birth was associated with more total and peer 
problems, and recent long deployment with more emotional problems.  The effects found in this 
study were modest in size; thus, military children are doing well on average, but for the subset 
who suffer adverse effects from parental deployment, we suggest several potential services.  
 
 
 
1.5.39  IIANA DUVDEVANY, ET. AL.  
Employers’ willingness to hire a person with intellectual disability in light of the regulations for 
adjusted minimum wages.   
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 33-41p. 
BACKGROUND: Employers play a critical role in addressing the high unemployment rate 
experienced by persons with disabilities.  Barriers to successful work placement include myths 
regarding people with disabilities as workers, and ineffective rehabilitation placement methods 
and hiring procedures. 
OBJECTIVE: The purpose of the study was to esamine the relationship between the regulation 
for adjusted minimum wage, in Israel, and the willingness of employers to hire persons with 
intellectual disability (ID), and the factors that contribute to the formation of positive attitudes 
toward persons with intellectual disability among employers. 
METHODS: Population: 79 employers in the industry, commerce, and service fields.  Of these, 
39 had employees with intellectual disability and 40 did not. 
Measurements: Demographic data, The Attitudes Toward the Employability of Persons with 
Severe Disabilities scale, and Contact with Persons with Intellectual Disability scale. 
RESULTS: Employers who were familiar with the legislation perceived the person with ID as a 
capabole worker. Previous contact was related to the willingness to hire a person with ID.  
Education and the size of the workplace had no influence on the attitudes of the employers. 
CONCLUSION: Legislation is only one step in promoting the hiring of persons with ID.  
Additional steps are recommended. 
 
 
 
1.5.40  LOU BROWN,  ET. AL.  
An integrated work skill analysis strategy for workers with significant intellectual disbilities.   
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 73-83p. 
BACKGROUND: As the number of individuals with significant disabilities transitioning into 
competitive, integrated employment increases, so must the knowledge, experience, and 
expectations of vocational rehabilitation personnel.  Evolving responsibilities require that 
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employment specialists acquire the information, skills, attitudes and values necessary to realize 
integrated outcomes. 
OBJECTIVE: This is a follow-up to Brown & Kessler’s 2014 JVR article on generating 
integrated worksites for individuals with significant disabilities.  This article outlines an 
integrated work skill analysis strategy for individuals with significant disabilities  
OBJECTIVE: This is a follow-up to Brown & Kessler’s 2014JVR article on generating 
integrated worksites worksites for individuals with significant disabilities. This article outlines an 
integrated work skill analysis strategy for individuals with significant disabilities. It is intended 
that the information presented here can be used to increase the number of individuals with 
significant intellectual disabilities who function effectively in integrated employment. 
CONCLUSION: It is important that individuals with significant disabilities are given the 
opportunities to succeed in employment.  Following strategies to ensure the particular work 
environment will be sage and appropriate for a particular worker is just one step towards the 
chance to thrive in the workplace. 
 
 
 
1.5.41  CATHERINE IPSEN & REBECCA GOE.  
Factors associated with consumer engagement and satisfaction with the vocational rehabilitation 
program. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 85-96p. 
BACKGROUND: The vocational rehabilitation (VR) system spends approximately $365 million 
annually to serve consumers who disengage from services and drop out of the program. 
OBJECTIVE: Better understanding of the factors leading to premature exit might help VR better 
organize and deliver services to increase engagement. 
METHODS: VR consumers provided four waves of longitudinal data at six month intervals 
about their VR experiences and satisfaction. 
RESULTS: Almost half of the respondents felt that progression through VR services was 
associated with the pace of service delivery, rates of contact between the counselor and 
consumer, and satisfaction with the counselor.  Of those exiting the VR program over the study 
horizon (n=162), 35% left because they met their goals, 34% because they were dissatisfied with 
services, and 30% for personal reasons. 
CONCLUSION: This study sets the stage for further evaluation and model testing of VR 
practices to reduce premature exit.  Practice modifications might  include changes to the rates, 
timing and structure  of contacts between counselors and consumers. Even a nominal increase in 
consumer engagement and retention could have significant outcomes for the VR system and 
consumers. 
 
 
 
1.5.42   EVA MILLER, ET. AL.  
Vocational rehabilitation outcomes among older adults with diabetes. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 109-121p. 
BACKGROUND: There is insufficient research in the vocational literature that examines 
employment issues among older adults with diabetes. 
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OBJECTIVE:The present study analyzed the Rehabilitation Services Administration case service  
report (RSA-911) for fiscal year 2009 to explore demographic characteristics, public supports, 
and vocational rehabilitation (VR) service impacting  employment outcomes of persons age 55 
and older who have diabetes as their primary cause of disability.  The sample consisted of 1,489 
people with diabetes who sere closed either a) rehabilitated or b) not rehabilitated by state/federal 
vocational rehabilitation agencies. Exhaustive chi-squared automatic interaction detector 
(CHAID) analysis was used to extract predictive information for employment outcomes of older 
individuals with diabetes. 
RESULTS: The CHAID analysis indicated that receiving rehabilitation services increased the 
probability of competitive employment for the target population. Public supports were significant 
factors in reducing the likelihood of successful employment among older individuals with 
diabetes. 
CONCLUSIONS: These findings suggest certain VR services and work disincentives interact to 
predict the likelihood of employment outcomes among the target population. Vocational 
counseling implications and suggested research directions are provided to improve employment 
services and increase employment rates among older adults with diabetes. 
 
 
 
1.5.43   EUN-YOUNG PARK, ET. AL.  
Meta-analysis of the effect of job-related social skill training for secondary students with 
disabilities. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.1. 2016, 123-133p. 
BACKGROUND/OBJECTIVE: A meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials assessing job-
related social skills training (SST) for secondary students with disabilities was conducted in 
order to examine its effect size (ES). 
METHODS: Outcome measures from seven studies were analyzed according to subgroups, 
including type of disability, outcomes, settings, and instruction methods.  
RESULTS: Results revealed that the overall effect size (ES) was moderate (.56). however, each 
subgroup revealed different results. Regarding disability results.  Regarding disability, the effect 
of SST was not significant for students with Down syndrome and learning disabilities.  Other 
disabilities, such as autism spectrum disorders, emotional /behavioral disorders, and intellectual 
disabilities, showed moderate effect sizes.  Social skill outcomes produced the largest effect size. 
Regarding the setting, a school was a better place to meet students needs as compared to other 
facilities or work-sites for job-related SST. This was evidence by direct instruction at schools 
showing the largest effect size among instructional methods. 
CONCLUSION: The current study provides valuable information regarding the present status 
and future direction instruction at investigating job-related SST for secondary students with 
disabilities. 
 
 
 
1.5.44  MARTIN GIESEN  &  ANNE HIERHOLZER.  
Vocational rehabilitation services and employment for SSDI  beneficiaries with visual 
impairements. 
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JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.2. 2016, 175-189p. 
BACKGROUND: A considerable proportion of Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) consumers with 
visual impairments are Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) beneficiaries.  The consumer 
and the effectiveness of VR and the Social Security Administration can benefit from greater 
understanding of the processes leading to improved employment outcomes for this population. 
METHODS: Using FY 2011 RSA -911 data ON 3.610 consumers who received SSDI, closed 
after receiving services, we conducted descriptive, factor analytic, and multilevel analyses to 
determine service patterns and what services predicted competitive employment. 
RESULTS: We found service groupings related to special and remedial services, job-related 
services, evaluation, and training and supports. Job placement, job search, on-the-job training, 
counseling and guidance, rehabilitation technology, other services, and maintenance were 
positively related to competitive employment, but reader services, interpreter services, job 
readiness training, augmentative skills training, and assessment were negatively related to 
employment.   
CONCLUSIONS: Pattern groupings of services suggest a systematic, holistic approach in VR. A 
new perspective is needed when examining the service-outcome relationship.  Services positively 
related to competitive employment can have direct, direct-assistive, or indirect effects.  Services 
negatively related to employment can be viewed as risk indictors. 
 
 
 
1.5.45  AKIHIKO OZAWA,  ET. AL.  
Casual analysis of employer attitude formation toward employing individuals with psychiatric 
disabilities. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.2. 2016, 201-212p. 
BACKGROUND: Several studies have shown that the structure of employer attitudes toward 
employing individuals with psychiatric disabilities was multidimensional, but none has clarified 
the causal relationships within the employer attitude structure. 
OBJECTIVE: The purpose of this study was to formulate causal models based on data from two 
previously published studies of employer individuals with psychiatric disabilities, and to 
examine and verify the models. The models were either for all types of industry or specifically 
the transport sector. 
METHODS: The sample was selected to infer the influence factors for employment of 
individuals with psychiatric disabilities (for all types of industry) and specifically promotional 
factors (for the transport sector). An analysis of covariance structure was used. 
RESULTS: For all types of industry, prejudice and fear were shown to be indicators of activity 
limitation, attention distribution, and employer disincentive for hiring.  In the transport sector, 
recruitment standards based on capacity were shown to be an indicator toward employer 
motivation for hiring and for making preparations to hire, self-efficacy for managing 
employment, and prejudice and fear. 
CONCLUSIONS: The results suggest that having recruitment standards based on capacity might 
reduce prejudice and fear and increase employer motivation for hiring individuals with 
psychiatric disabilities.   
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1.5.46  SAJAY ARTHANAT,  ET. AL.  
An evaluation framework to measure usability of assistive technology at workplace: A 
demonstration study. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.2. 2016, 213-226p. 
BACKGROUND: Assistive Technology (AT) devices are vastly used by individuals with 
disabilities in their workplace to accommodate their disability and enable productivity. However, 
barriers and gaps with integration and use of AT in workplace are well documented in literature. 
OBJECTIVE: This  research study demoinstrates the application of a systematic evaluation 
framework, the Usability Scale for Assistive Technology – Workplace, to examine the usability 
of work-related AT devices for employees, employers, and vocational rehabilitation providers to 
identify gaps and sptimize the implementation of AT. The framework is fundamentally driven by 
the employee’s vocational context and range of work –related tasks, and comprehensive  
accounts AG devices and related accommodations that address each task. 
METHODS: Five employees with different major and sensory impairment are presented as case 
scenarios o highlight the application of the evaluation framework. 
RESULTS: By using the evaluation framework, itg was found that the employees in general 
were successful in the use of AT devices ad rated their productivity as high.  However, some 
unique as well as common barriers were also reported and pertained to technical knowledge and 
training, reliability and compatibility of the AT devices, and limitations in accessibility. 
CONCLUSION:  Future research is required to derive and establish a standardized evaluation 
tool using eh framework.   
 
 
 
1.5.47  RAY SCHMIDT  
Community connections: Moving from a culture of caregiving to community building. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.3. 2016, 273-277p. 
BACKGROUND: The United States faces a challenge to build on the successes of our 
predecessors and help every individual thrive in the community. It is a challenge that is fraught 
with complexities, but programs are being created to address this issue. 
OBJECTIVE: This article discusses the development of a software application, referred to as the 
Community Connection Manager, for professionals to help match people to community contacts 
as a to develop skills in community integration and employment. 
CONCLUSION: The Community Connections Manager was reated as part of an overall agency 
redesign to help us prepare to meet the challenges ahead. As we move away from conventional, 
brick and mortar methods of service provision, we think these community contacts will be the 
tools we will use to develop and coordinate opportunities for the people we serve. The goal is to 
help each individual take their chosen place in a community where they are valued for who they 
are and the contributions they make.  
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1.5.48  LAURA N. BUTLER, ET. AL.  
Does participation in higher education make a difference in life outcomes for students with 
intellectual disability? 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.3. 2016, 295-298p. 
BACKGROUND: There has been a great migration of students with intellectual disability (ID) 
into the college world.  The Higher Education Opportunities Act of 2008 (HEOA) has opened 
the door to postsecondary education to a previously untapped market of students.  As a result, 
programs for students with intellectual disability have been developed around the country to 
support this historic systems change (Lee, 2009). Along with improved job prospects as one 
important measure of success, college participation also brings opportunity for personal and 
social development. 
OBJECTIVE: With seven years passing since the HEOA, it is prudent to assess outcomes for 
those students who are choosing to continue their education beyond high school.  The National 
Core Indicators provide a unique opportunity to assess impact of higher education across life 
domains, historically used to determine developmental disability service system quality of life 
outcomes.  Here, we discuss higher education and outcomes around employment, health, 
relationships and medications. 
METHODS: Students who had completed at least two semesters of college in Kentucky were 
sureveyed sbout life outcomes using the National /Core Indicators (NCI) Adult Consumer 
Survey (ACS). 
RESULTS: Findings on health, medications, employment, and relationships are reported.  
Conclusion: Participation in higher education can positively impact life outcomes across a 
variety of domains. This research represents a first step in utilized instrument that takes a holistic 
view of outcomes for adult with IDD to assess impact of participation in higher education. While 
the results are promising, further studies using larger samples are needed.  
 
 
 
1.5.49  MIRIAM HEYMAN, ET. AL.   
Not all jobs are the same: Predictors of job quality for adults with intellectual disabilities. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.3. 2016, 299-306p. 
BACKGROUND: Some adults with intellectual disabilities (ID) who are competitively 
employed earn more than minimum wage, receive health benefits from their employers, and have 
work schedules that accommodate their financial and personal needs. However, most 
competitively employed adults with ID lack such benefits that are commonly associated with 
high quality competitive employment. 
OBJECTIVE: The objective of this study was to look within the population of adults with ID 
who are competitively employed in order to understand factors related to high-quality 
competitive employment. 
METHODS: respondents included a national sample of 153 parents/guardians of adult children 
(21 years of age or older) with intellectual disabilities who were competitively employed. These 
parents/guardians were drawn from a nationally representative sample of 1,055 households 
which included an adult with an intellectual disability. 
RESULTS: The results indicated that while high-quality competitive employment is attainable 
for adults with ID, most competitively employed adults with ID lack benefits including health 
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insurance and salaries that are above minimum wage. Adaptive behavior was related to greater 
job quality. Also, beyond the influence of adaptive behavior, being at the same job for three or 
more years significantly predicted higher wages, more work hours, and greater likelihood of 
receiving health benefits. 
CONCLUSION: Policies and programs should look beyond emphasizing competitive 
employment as the ultimate goal for individuals with intellectual disabilities, and should seek to 
promote access to high-quality competitive employment.  Improving employment stability may 
contribute to this goal.         
 
 
 
1.5.50  MATTHEW J. SMITH, ET. AL.   
Virtual reality job interview training and 6-month employment outcomes for individuals with 
substance use disorders seeking employment. 
JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 44, NO.3. 2016, 323-332p. 
BACKGROUND: Individuals with substance use disorders (SUDs) have low employment rates 
and job interviewing is a critical barrier to employment for them. Virtual reality training is 
efficacious at improving interview skills and vocational outcomes for several clinical 
populations. 
OBJECTIVE:  The study evaluated the acceptability and efficacy of virtual reality job interview 
training (VR-JIT) at improving interview skills and vocational outcomes among individuals with 
SUDs via a small randomized controlled trial (n=14 VR- JIT trainees, n=11 treatment-as-usual 
(TAU) controls). 
METHODS: Trainees completed up to 10 hours of virtual interviews, while controls received 
services as usual.  Primaly outcome measures included two pre-test and two post-test video-
recorded role-play interviews and vocational outcomes at six-month follow-up. 
RESULTS: Trainees reported that the intervention was eacy-to-use and helped prepared them for 
future interviews.  While co-varying for pre-test performance, trainees had higher post-test role-
play scores than controls at the trend level (p<0.10). At 6-month follow-up, trainees were more 
likely than controls to attain a competitive position (78.6% vs. 44.4%,p<0.05, respectively). 
Trainees had greater odds of attaining a competitive position by 6 month follow-up compared to 
controls (OR 5.67,p<0.05). VR-JIT participation was associated with fewer weeks searching for 
a position (r =-0.36,p<0.05). 
CONCLUSION: There is preliminary evidence that VR-JIT is acceptable to trainees with SUDs.  
Moreover, VR-JIT led to better vocational outcomes with trainees having greater odds of 
attaining a competitive position by 6-month follow-up. Future studies could evaluate the 
effectiveness of VR-JIT  within community-based services.      
 
 
 
1.5.51  CONNELL,  Z.O. ET. AL.   
Living with a brother who has an autism spectrum disorder: a sister’s perspective. 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 44, 2016, 49-55p. 
Summary: People with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) areborn into families and influence 
family functioning both positively and negatively.  One of the most enduring relationships a 
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person with ASD will have is their relationship with a brother or sister.  Services for people with 
ASD should provide effective support to families, which include brothers, sisters, parents and 
broader family members and address the needs of the family as a whole in a holistic manner.  
This article outlines one sister’s experience and reflections of growing up with her brother who 
has ASD. The article gives a voice to a sibling’s experience and highlights the importance of 
brothers and sisters as part of the family unit in assisting parents. 
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Children with mental retardation often seem incapable of self initiated learning.  A training 
experiment was designed to determine whether such children could spontaneously invent more 
efficient addition strategies for calculating simple sums, apply these strategies to larger, 
unpracticed combinations; and retain these strategies after 5 months.  An experimental group 
and a control group were shown a basic concerts counting procedure.  Over 6 months, the 
experimental group was given regular opportunities to practice computing sums.  Many of them 
invented calculational short cuts.  On immediate and delayed post tests, they used significantly 
more sophisticated strategies than did control participants.  Results suggested that children with 
mental retardation can invent, transfer and retain strategies or learning tasks.   
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